Revised research question:  If open carry is allowed on college campuses nationwide, will that law lead to an increase in violence?
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1. Develop an outline of a research methods plan. 
· To complete this part of the exercise you should write an outline that describes a research method (i.e. plan, process, or procedure) that, if followed, would likely produce the data or information you need to answer to your research question. One of the best ways to approach this is to write the steps you would take to develop and implement your method.
· You can use any method (e.g. survey, experiment, qualitative, interviews, secondary analysis, etc.) or any combination of methods you think would produce the data or information that would allow you to answer your research question. Remember, that you will not actually be required to follow this method and collect data. This is essentially an outline for a research plan. Your methods outline should include (if applicable) each of the following elements.
· Write your revised research question at the top of the page. (I added it to the top of this page)
· Write definitions for all of the concepts in your research question. See the handout titled Creating and Defending Conceptual Definitions.
· Develop null and alternative hypotheses, if necessary.
· If your research question alleges a causal relationship between one or more independent variables and a single dependent variable, then you need hypotheses. If not, skip this step.
· all of the measurement of your concepts.
· To operationalize means ‘to measure’. How will you actually measure the concepts in your research question/hypotheses?
· See the handout titled Operationalizing your Conceptual Definitions for insight on how to do this.
· Develop a list of the variables and their attributes that you intend to use, if necessary.
· See the handout titled Creating a Variables and Attributes Table for a demonstration on how to do this.
· Discuss (if applicable) the strategies you will use to protect human subjects.
· If your research will collect information from human beings then you will need to include this section in your outline. If not, skip it.
· Comprehensively discuss the actual research method (e.g. survey, experiment, secondary analysis, etc.) you will use during the data collection step.
· This is one of the most challenging parts of this assignment because the actual name of the method you intend to use may not be known to you. So, as a suggestion, send me a brief description of how you intend to collect data and I can help you identify it and lead you to appropriate reading material.
· Identify the sampling strategies (if applicable) that you intend to use.
· Develop the measurement instruments (e.g. survey, pretests/posttests, coding sheets, etc) you intend to use, if any.
· Identify the anticipated weakness of your research proposal.
· This is a critical part of the research process. No research is perfect. There are always things you cannot measure. So, be frank about this.
· When you are finished with your outline read over the handout titled Will Your Method Work? for further guidance on evaluating your proposed method.
You may (and should) use the bolded items from the above list as the main sections of your outline. 
1. Develop a single document that includes the following content. 
· Your final research question at the top of the page.
· A detailed description (in paragraph form using section headings) of how you intend to collect the data or information you would need to answer your research question. Your plan should not exceed five (5) pages in length.
· Any instruments you propose using like surveys, code sheets, inventories, etc.
· Do not include any of the worksheets that you may have used for this assignment.

